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NEWLY ELECTED NATIONAL PRESIDENT AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY SAYS, 


Iler Campbell, newly-elected national 
president the American Legion Aux- 
iliary, wrote National News, May, 
1951, Cure for Fear. 
Education more than learning the 
things written books. Education 
understanding. But how can have 
understanding without knowledge? 

“Recently niece, senior high 
school, reported class the book 
Who Walk Alone Perry Burgess, 
story about victims Hansen’s disease, 
historically known leprosy. the 
end the report, the teacher asked 


“KNOWLEDGE—A CURE FOR FEAR.” 


read the book. 

“Next morning niece laid the 
book the teacher’s desk. The teacher 
reached for it, then suddenly drew back 
her hand and asked: ‘Whose book 
this? Did patient Carville some- 
one with leprosy give this book your 

“This teacher’s fear even touching 
book had ever been inside the 
national leprosarium Carville was 
quite evident. Although intelligent, 
well-educated woman, who had learned 
the contents many books, she had 
understanding the facts about Han- 
sen’s disease. she had allowed un- 
founded superstition and prejudice 
control her thinking and create this 
loathsome fear. 

“This teacher’s fear not unusual. 
exists the minds and the think- 
ing most people even today, with all 
America’s progress and education. 
intelligent understanding, knowledge 
the cause, symptoms, 
ment this disease now long over- 
due. For number years the Ameri- 
can Legion Auxiliary has realized the 
vital need for education the general 
public the actual facts Hansen’s 


disease....You will realize, too, that 
the things which have know- 
ledge that dislike and, often, that 
fear.” 

These acute thoughts were not the 
first nor the last Mrs. Campbell has de- 
livered Hansen’s disease, but they 
serve exemplify her interest the 
problem, her belief education the 
solution, and her personal 
ward this end. Living Homer, Louis- 
iana, not too far from Carville, Mrs. 
has not only visited with 
here but last year invited all Legion- 
naires and Auxiliary members visit 
Carville their way the convention 
the Pacific Coast. 

For the past two years she has served 
national rehabilitation chairman and 
has carried her thoughts 
groups all over the United States. 

During the preparation for nation- 
wide broadcast “To Bell the Ghost,” 
which was sponsored the American 
Legion Auxiliary, Mrs. Campbell met 
with the script-writer and discuss 
the salient points included the 
program. congratulate Mrs. Camp- 
bell her new office and look forward 
early visit from her. 


Facts That You Should Know About Hansen’s Disease 


order that leprosy may dealt with successfully comprehensive scale and before any large proportion early 


cases will come voluntarily for examination, there must change the attitude the public toward the disease. Any 


scheme for the control leprosy will depend for its success educated public opinion.” 


Recommendation World Conference Leprosy, Cairo Egypt, March 1938. 


The medical world classes Hansen’s disease “feebly 
but susceptibility much greater in- 
and young children, and decreases with age. 
also probable that most cases the susceptibility fa- 
continental United States, endemic foci are 
limited Louisiana, Texas and Florida. Outside these 
states, Hansen’s disease rarely communicated 
contacts that from the public health standpoint might 
considered practically non-communicable disease. 
The hospital Carville was founded fifty-four years ago. 
date not single member the medical nursing 
staff has contracted the disease. 

Doctors and nurses take very simple precautions, not com- 
parable with those they would take dealing with diphtheria, 
and other communicable diseases. 


Visitors are admitted freely, nor are they required take 
special Children under are not admitted. 


Patients are permitted visit their homes semi-annually 
for periods month. 


FACTS, based actual experience over long period 
years (the most valid yardstick) furnish indubitable 


proof the remoteness the communicability Hansen’s 
disease. 


Since Hansen’s isolation the bacillus, hundreds at- 
tempts have been made grow artificial media but 
date none these have successfully met the requirements for 
proof, and all attempted inoculations animals have been 
unsuccessful the same extent. scientist more than 
145 recorded cases has been able infect himself other 
human volunteers attempted inoculation the germ. 


THE TRANSMISSION THE DISEASE THE BIG 
PROBLEM Hansen’s. Once that determined, the 6,000 
year old practice imprisoning person for life because 
happens sick will done away with. 


This paper, and all outgoing mail, sterilized before leaving the hospital. This done only gesture 


respect the unconvinced and not because there any scientific necessity for it. 


Prints pictures appearing THE STAR may purchased from Harris, Carville, Louisiana. 


Mail Bag 


like give you feelings about 
this whole business, and explain from 
own viewpoint. (New War For 
STAR, July-August 1951). 

the University Tennessee Col- 
lege Medicine, where went 
medical school, were taught that 
physician should practice medicine ac- 
cording his training, his judgment, 
and his conscience. have always tried 
follow that principle wherever pos- 
sible, and always shall. times, 
think, the welfare the patient becomes 
more important than the immediate 
convenience the doctor; such 
situation the proper course take 
what best for the patient, regardless 
consequences the doctor. have seen 
quite lot Hansen’s disease, starting 
with weekend spent Kalaupapa 
around July 1948; know how people 
are pushed around, just because they 
have certain type sickness, be- 
sides, know what disastrous effects the 
disease can have untreated patient. 
Furthermore, during short visit 
Carville, heard couple stories 
persecution that didn’t like. Now 
since know something about this dis- 
ease have been studying for three 
years) consider that have special 
responsibility toward such sick people 
whatever can help them get proper 
diagnosis and treatment, and even 
fight for them netessary for their 
benefit. 

When saw Mrs. Oneto, she was 
stranger me, but the first hint what 
she had made alert the possibility 
helping her. The more read her 
history and examined her that first day, 


the more convinced was what 


had. When reported ideas 
colleagues and found myself trouble, 
decided have fight her, be- 
cause already could see that they were 
getting ready start pushing her 
round. argued, place where the 
head men are pretty close the 
God Jehovah, and was definitely or- 
dered send Mrs. Oneto back the 
Veterans’ Hospital and have more 
with her. Still argued, and still 
insisted, and got into more trouble. 
was told that she definitely did not have 
leprosy, and let the whole thing drop. 
Fortunately have some friends the 
Veterans’ Administration who took 
interest, and proved the diagnosis the 
satisfaction everybody, and now Mrs. 
Oneto getting treatment and also 
receiving 100% service-incurred dis- 
ability pension, which think she de- 
serves. 

soon the diagnosis was definite, 
and the people the hospital heard 
about it, became extremely unpopular 
there. was catching hell all the time 
from number sources, and was 


informed that was much trouble 
that might well resign before got 
kicked out. was too much for 
fight, resigned “Owing financial 
and resignation was 
accepted. 

stuck neck out, and got head 
chopped off. I’m not sorry and 
the same thing all over again, only 
faster and louder. know that have 
probably ruined own career 
neurologist; that is, 
never get certified the American 
Board Neurology, because the con- 
nections the hospital are many and 
far-flung, and matter where take 
the examination will fail. know that 
probably have trouble ever getting 
into another residency complete 
training for the Board requirements. 
But although that disappointing, 
not important. The important thing 
that sick person getting proper treat- 
ment, not being pushed around for 
months years. That great satisfac- 
tion me. did what thought was 
right for the patient, because there 
other way practice medicine. I’ve been 
preaching here and there for the last 
couple years that Hansen’s not 
crime and not curse and not neces- 
sarily visitation divine wrath, but 
sickness that can treated. think 
can say, all modesty, that did suc- 
ceed getting her started right, and 
by-passing all the delays and mistreat- 
ments that usually fall the lot one 
certain class sick people. Then too 
know how you people feel about doctors 
general, with good reason, and 
wanted prove that once great 
while doctor would stand and fight 
for patient with the disease, regardless 
what happened. This the second 
time life have made the diag- 
nosis for the first time, and both 


have made enemies the physi- 


cians who had previously treated the 
patients. 

Please accept sincere congratula- 
tions the first ten years THE 
STAR. You have every right feel 
proud your accomplishments those 
years. Perhaps would give you 
satisfaction know that was influ- 
enced about three years ago THE 
STAR, and was partly because the 
influence that feel the way do, and 
that fought for Mrs. Oneto. shall con- 
tinue fight for your cause every 
way that can, because think 
worth fighting for. 

John Horan, M.D. 
Berkeley, Calif. 


See New War for Wac— addendum 
page 


* * * 


I’m happy over first visit with 
Major and Mrs. Hornbostel that must 
write you all about it. You may recall 
started corresponding with Mrs. Horn- 


bostel while she was patient there. 
all began after read THE STAR for 
long time and learned your need 
for modernized legislation. journeyed 
Washington and asked former Senator 
Claude Pepper introduce such bill. 
After learned that service men from 
World War II, were going Carville 
patients, readily agreed. That was 
when you and others started the ball 
rolling the bill that 
National Leprosy Act. 

New York this summer signed 
the contract for novel Make Haste, 
vember Austen Phelps. The plot 
concerned with Army nurse who con- 
tracts Hansen’s disease the Pacific, 
and her twin sister who impersonates 
her the leprosarium. wanted 
meet personally the Hornbostels and 
besides cementing our friendship, discuss 
the Carville hospital. 

wrote and invited them dinner 
with me. The Major telephoned and ad- 
mitted his cowardice dealing with the 
City’s heat and traffic. figured held 
him the telephone long enough 
would invite visit them. did. 
held him longer might invite 
for luncheon. did. 

When arrived their very attractive 
home Long Island, newspaper re- 
porter was waiting with his camera. 

talked and talked! had corried 
along part manuscript—but 
couldn’t bothered with fiction when 
hand had such interesting facts! All 
soon the hours had flown and an- 
other rare day had gone. 

Thank you for making possible this 
friendship through the pages THE 
STAR. 

Thelma Thompson 
Thomaston, Georgia 


(See photo and story page 5—Ed.) 
* * * 


Your tenth anniversary must have been 
source great satisfaction all the 
workers THE STAR, for certainly, 
these past years have witnessed ful- 
fillment, part, your aim re-edu- 
cate the public. And firmly believe 
that the future promises even greater 
results along this line. Keep the good 
work and count everything 
possible cooperate downing moth- 
eaten superstitions, for the good the 
cause, and for the cause Truth. God 
with you all you do. 


Sister Mary Augustine, 
Editor, MARIST MISSIONS 
Framingham Centre, Mass. 
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Poll Shows 


own country, goes the saying, and 
have many occasions felt the 
cruel barbs this truth. Our own ex- 
periences and those our friends have 
time and again given evidence that the 
closer one gets Carville the more our 
name pronounced like mud. the 
last few years, however, have felt 
subtle changes taking place this at- 
titude. The old selfish grasp our com- 
munity which gave rise many tall 
tales, wild rumors, and fifth column pol- 
itics seem many quarters giving 
way friendly handshake. 

Wishing test the acuity our per- 
ception, STAR prepared take 
sample poll public opinion Han- 
sen’s disease nearby community, 
not too near community, you under- 
stand, but the largest one our section— 
the city Baton Rouge, which thirty 
miles away. 

owe our thanks Creighton 
Whiting (see July-Aug. STAR) and 
his associates for implementing our de- 
sire for the poll. Our questionnaire was 
presented good cross-section 
Baton Rouge’s populace, including 
doctor, lawyers, merchants, accountants, 
secretaries, mechanics, members the 
LSU faculty, students, engineers, con- 
struction men, social workers, domestics, 
and many other occupations, plus 
goodly amount homemakers. Here 
the result the poll. 


Because believe that giving our 
disease name its own, free the 
traditional taboos which 
tients when the erroneous name “lep- 
rosy” applied the disease, one 
the primary steps educating public 
opinion knowledge the disease 
for what rather than what people 
think is, our first question was: 

you know what Hansen’s disease 
is? 

Yes—84% 

No—16% 

least Baton Rouge would 
seem that the name Hansen’s disease 
has accepted place the public 
consciousness. 

has long been our contention that 
the establishment proper name for 
our illness would reflected the at- 
titude the public toward the disease 
itself; examining the question- 
naires the people who were familiar 
with the name Hansen’s disease, 


found confirmation our belief. Only 


4.5% them were unfavorable, while 
those who were not familiar with the 
name HD, 42.3% were unfavorable. 
However, many people still juggle 
the names and “leprosy” about and 
treat them synonyms rather than 
separate entities. For this reason 
used the word “leprosy” our second 
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question that answers could ob- 
tained from those who have had op- 
portunity learn the proper term, 
those who still use both 
changeably, and those who are not yet 
aware that “leprosy” was Biblical term 
which cannot correctly applied any 
disease known today. Question two was: 

you think leprosy communicable? 

Yes—64.7 plus% 

No—27.4 

opinion—7.7 plus% 

Inasmuch the 7.7% who refused 
express opinion were all cognizant 
the name HD, may inferred that 
they are firm supporters this name 
and refused recognize the existence 
any illness which might called “lep- 
rosy.” 

Our next look was the 64.7% who 
thought the disease was communicable. 
what extent did they consider so? 
The answer was: 

Feebly—81.6% 

For years the fear contagion had 
been the predominating influence 
the attitude people toward and 
for this reason made the communi- 
cability the disease the pivotal point 
“unfavorable.” Within these categories 
the answers were further appraised 
determine, insofar possible with the 
briefness the poll, the extent the 
“favorable” “unfavorable” attitude. 
However, the proof the pudding 
the eating, and fine talk about 
your acceptance the true facts about 
HD, especially when the people with the 
disease are presumably thirty miles 
away, but how favorable would your 
attitude someone with were 
live work right next you. The 
exploration this point 
thought which our next question 
was based. 


Would you employ discharged Han- 
sen’s disease patient? 

Yes—70.9 

plus% 

view the many difficulties resi- 
dents from our community have exper- 
rienced getting employment after 
discharge, this response leaves word- 
less. 

forming our questionnaire felt 
that public opinion might have been 
influenced two factors which have 
promoted. One was visit our com- 


and the other was 


cation THE STAR. Therefore 
asked: 

Have you visited Carville? 

Yes—33.6 plus% 

No—66.3 plus% 


Have you ever seen copy THE 
STAR (monthly magazine published 
patients Carville) 

Yes—32.1 

No—67.8 

The replies these two questions 
were divided into three groups—one, 
those who had visited; two, those who 
had seen THE three, those who 
had both visited and seen THE STAR— 
that the effect these factors their 
replies could measured. 


the group who had only visited 
our community, 90.9% were rated highly 
favorable they knew the name Han- 
sen’s disease, were the opinion that 
not communicable only feebly 
so, and they would hire discharged 
patient. remainder the visi- 
tors was evenly divided between those 
who knew the name and those who 
did not, but this departed from the 
community still believing the disease 
highly communicable and agree- 
ment that they would not hire dis- 
charged patient. 


The readers THE STAR rated even 
higher the scale educated public 
opinion about HD. The result was 100% 
favorable answers, but blush 
admitting that one lone reader admitted 
being unfamiliar with the term HD. 


Perfection the findings sample 
poll rare indeed but strangely enough 
the combination visitor-reader fell into 
the mathematical slot where might 
have expected find him. Right smack 
the middle were 95.3% them 
registering their disbelief the super- 
stitious myths the past 
ing their awareness factual under- 
standing HD. Two people this 
group must considered extremely 
hard nuts crack. Yes, they knew the 
term HD; yes, they had visited Carville; 
and yes they had seen THE STAR. But 
they still had classified com- 
pletely unfavorable their opinion be- 
cause they would not hire discharged 
patient; and one them continued 
believe the disease highly communicable, 
while the other could not quite make 
his mind. 


Finally the searchlight was focused 
the people polled who had not been 
directly influenced either visit 
Carville contact with THE STAR. 
The people this group gave en- 
couraging answers, also, 86% them 
indicated their replies that they were 
our side the railroad 
least opinion. Obviously, the favor- 
able publicity given our community 
Baton Rouge newsmen, participation 
our team Baton Rouge softball 
league and numerous other factors have 
served give the people Baton Rouge 


(Continued page 10) 


NEW WAR FOR WAC 


Three the big brass medical men 
associated with the University 
fornia Hospital, San Francisco, are being 
sued for $100,000 damages the 
that they negligently failed diagnose 
Hansen’s disease. The physicians named 
defendants are Dr. Francis Schiller, 
Dr. Bertram Feinstein, and Dr. Robert 
The hes been 
Mrs. Eunice Oneto, 38, 1615 
Belli, Ashe and Pinney. 
served the South Pacific, has been 

Mrs. Oneto, former 
served the South Pacific, has been 
granted 100% service-connected 
ability the Veterans Administration. 
far know, she the first woman 
ing Hansen’s disease. THE STAR was 
the first publication 
Oneto’s story detail (New War for 
1951.) 

From February 1949 until April 
Mrs. Oneto underwent unnecessary sur- 
gery many times hospitals and 
the University California Hospital 
before her case was correctly diagnosed 
Hansen’s disease Dr. John Horan, 
then serving his residency neurology 
the The big brass 
would not admit that they had been 
wrong, and the former WAC was told 
home and forget Dr. Horan’s diag- 
nosis. The young doctor stuck his 
guns, and, although his diagnosis was 
confirmed other doctors, his life was 
made miserable the and 
was compelled resign. Commenting 
her bitter experience, Mrs. Oneto 


says, “As time goes and learn more™ 


the disease and what could have hap- 
pened had listened the brass 
instead Dr. Horan (and Was tempt- 

Mrs. Oneto, living her home 
Oakland, being treated Dr. Horan 
with one the new sulfone drugs. She 
has not changed her daily routine 
the slightest. Her neighbors have ac- 
cepted the fact her illness and con- 
tinue visit her almost daily. She and 
her husband frequently fishing. The 
authorities have placed restrictions 
her activities. short, she leading 
normal life, and the normalcy which 
has been achieved for Mrs. Oneto might 
well the goal for treatment pa- 
tient with Hansen’s disease. 

her new war, the former WAC and 
the courageous young physician, who 
stood his patient with medical in- 
tegrity, are making history. 


THE STAR’s telephone number Car- 
ville 1502. 


VETS EDUCATING CAL 


Two World War veterans, Eunice 
Oneto and Jimmy Owen, have combined 
forces awaken people their home 
State California the need for 
new legislation that State and the 
country Hansen’s disease. Both vet- 
erans developed after serving the 
South Pacific during the last war and 
have expressed determination 
all their power prevent any other 
from getting “kicked around.” 

Jimmy Owen, who was prisoner 
the Japanese the Philippines and 
holds seventeen decorations, which at- 
tribute his meritorious service, started 
the ball rolling when was discharged 
from this hospital after four and one- 
half months treatment. His trip back 
home was marked feature stories 
newspapers from New Orleans Los 
rounded reporters and his 
first public appearance his new fight 
when appeared KTLA-TV pro- 
gram. Here, Jim told not only the facts 
but human interest stories about 
California patients hospitalized Car- 
ville. 

Through this publicity Jim came 
the attention Mrs. Oneto, ex-WAC 
with HD, and she joined him series 
radio programs with Dr. Harold 
Chalfant, Angelus Temple radio dir- 
ector. 

Since then Jim has 
Optimists, Lions, Kiwanians, and wo- 
men’s clubs throughout the Los Angeles 
area, and has speaking engagements 
through Nov. Mrs. Oneto, after 
returning the Oakland-San Francisco 
area, has carried with talks before 
Eastern Star chapters, which organi- 
sation she member, and scheduled 
appear before medical groups con- 
junction with lectures Dr. 
John Horan, who diagnosed her case. 
Dr. Horan has, addition, also. spoken 
before the Y’s Men’s Club and sched- 
uled speak before the Rotarians 
the near future. 

Already the impact the efforts 
this valiant group have been felt Cal- 
ifornia, and they can secure the sup- 
port some large organization, the re- 
sults may revolutionary for Califor- 
nia patients. 


Give THE STAR asa Christmas present 


LEONARD WOOD MEMORIAL 
LAUNCHES NEW PROGRAM 


More than 1,200 patients with Han- 
sen’s disease four five foreign 
countries will participate three year 
clinical research program scheduled 
begin soon and designed test the 
value the sulfones, streptomycin, and 
other drugs and combinations drugs 
the treatment HD. 

Plans for these studies which will 
sponsored the Leonard Wood Mem- 
Perry Burgess, President. The Mem- 
orial making large contribution 
cash services but such 
program could not undertaken 
without special financial aid. The prin- 
cipal financial support will come from 
U.S. Public Health Service grant 
$34, 085. The Veterans Administration 
supporting the program and there are 
grants cash, drugs both from lead- 
ing pharmaceutical manufacturers: Ab- 
Laboratories; American Cyanamid 
Company (Calco and Lederle Labora- 
tories Division) Merck and Company; 
Parke, Davis and Company; Chas. Pfizer 
and Company; E.R. Squibb and Sons, 
and Winthrop-Stearns. substantial 
contribution was made Pan Amer- 
ican Airways. 


inaugurate the program Dr. James 
Doull, Medical Director the Mem- 
orial and Dr. Lucius Badger, Han- 
sen’s disease Control Officer the U.S. 
Public Health Service and Consultant 
the Memorial, left Sept. for 
Pretoria, South Africa, where the first 
unit will established the large 
Westfort Institution under the direction 
Dr. A.R. Davison. From Pretoria these 
two scientists plan travel Egypt, 
Ceylon, and India, explore the facil- 
ities those countries, and then the 
the Eversley Childs Sanitarium, Cebu, 
under the direction Dr. Jose Rodri- 
guez and Dr. J.G. Tolentino. From the 
Philippines they Japan observe 
the advantages offered for such studies 
that country. 


The sulfone drugs, first employed 
the treatment Hansen’s disease 
1941 the U.S. Public Health Service 
Carville, have been declared the 
most important advance ever made 
this field. Authorities state, however, that 
the sulfones have serious deficiencies, 
the principal one being their extreme 
slowness eliminating from the skin 
lesions the germ believed the cause 
HD. One the purposes the 
studies determine which drugs, 
combinations drugs, now use are 
most effective. Investigators say that 
possible that the research program 
might also uncover new combinations 
drugs superior any now use. 


Pass THE STAR your friend 
THE STAR 


FICTION WRITER MEETS COUPLE WHOSE TRUE STORY 
HEIGHTENED HER INTEREST 


Photo shows left right: 


Thelma Thompson, author Make Haste, 


Beloved, discussing book with Mrs. Gertrude Hornbostel the latter’s home 
1928 Wilson Ave., North Bellmore, N.Y. Major Hornbostel 


the right the group. 


About half the novel Make Haste, 
Beloved laid the U.S. Public 
Health Service Hospital Carville, 
the author Thelma Thompson, priv- 
ate life Mrs. Walter Slayden Thomas- 
ton, Georgia, decided visit us. Cap- 
tain and Mrs. Slayden were here for 
day this past summer. was busy day 
for Thelma Thompson. She met Dr. 
Johansen, the Sisters Charity and 
THE STAR staff, with whom she has 
corresponded during the past five years. 
“Before visiting Carville had received 
pictures and information from the sis- 
ters, studied your STAR, followed the 
Hornbostel story and worked for new 
legislation disease,” the 
author said. “My chapters about Car- 
ville are entirely sympathetic and hope 
you will like the book.” 

Thelma Thompson had friendly get- 
together with the local unit the Amer- 
ican Legion Auxiliary, before dashing 
off Baton Rouge where she was in- 
terviewed the Orene Muse program 
and later that evening Cap- 
tain and Mrs. Slayden drove back 
Carville for informal visit with 
group “Wits End.” 

With her Army husband, Thelma 
Thompson has traveled widely this 
country and abroad but she has lived 
most her life Georgia, where she 
well known member the Amer- 
ican Pen Women, Atlanta Writer’s Club 
and the Georgia Writer’s Association. 
Miss Thompson has written three other 
novels, all dealing with social and econ- 
omic problems. Her book Give This 
Night was the first novel publicize 
the humanitarian work the Georgia 
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Warm Springs Foundation. 


Banquet Honoree 


September Thelma Thompson 

shared honors with Erle Cocke Jr., nat- 
ional commander the American Leg- 
ion banquet given for them the 
Pete Thurston American Legion Post 
and Unit Thomaston. her talk 
the 500 guests Miss Thompson explain- 
how her interest was aroused the 
subject Hansen’s disease and Carville, 
and how further study led her writing 
Make Haste, Beloved. She introduc- 
Colonel G.H. Rarey Decatur, Ga., 
who spoke the needs veterans 
well civilian patients with and 
the national legislation, which 
the author, designed meet these needs. 
stated that the American Legion had 
not yet given its endorsement, from the 
national level, the proposed legisla- 
tion. National Commander Cocke com- 
mented favorably the legislative ef- 
fort and said the Legion would act 
when was presented directive from 
the National Committee Legislation. 
When Commander Cocke told the audi- 
ence that the National American Le- 
gion Auxiliary President had presented 
the patients ‘Carville with Buick 
wagon for use travel, guests 
sent check for $100.00, through Com- 
mander Blount Post Command- 
Martinez Post 188, help with 
maintenance. 


Speaking Engagements 


Since the publisher’s announcement 


Make Haste, Beloved, Thelma 
Thompson has been flooded with letters, 
telegrams and invitations urging her 
appear radio and television. was 
not prepared for such avalanche.” 


Thelma 
Thompson has accepted many speaking 
engagements. September she appeared 
before the Upson County (Ga.) Nurses’ 
Assn. She reports that this group asked 
many intelligent questions. Early 
October she spoke the Morgan Coun- 
Branch, American Association Uni- 
versity Women, Madison, Ga. Oct. 
she was guest speaker the LaGran- 
(Ga.) Lions Club and the 17th 
she spoke before the combined Women’s 
Clubs Five Points, Lafayette and Roa- 
noke, Alabama, and the 18th the 
school children the West Point (Ga.) 
Mfg. Co. these appearances Thelma 
Thompson has found that, “People are 
cruel and thoughtless about patients 
only because they have not been told the 
truth. The public eager learn and 
help. pray Make Haste, Beloved 
will serve some humanitarian need for 
the patients Carville.” 


OUR LEGISLATION 
YOUR LETTERS 


NEEDS 


The National Hansen’s disease 
(Leprosy) Bill, which numbered 
H.R. 4051 the House Repre- 
sentatives and 1874 the Senate, 
still waiting Congressional com- 
mittees because public opinion has 
not created enough pressure force 
the legislation before the com- 
mittees for active consideration. 
order get such consideration, our 
friends will have become more 
active themselves writing letters 
Congress. Please write today 
Representative Percy Priest, 
House Office Bldg., Washington, 
D.C., and Senator James Murray, 
Senate Office Bldg., Washington, 
D.C., co-sponsors the legislation, 
and Representative Robert Cros- 
ser, Chairman the Committee 
Interstate and Foreign Commerce, 
Washington, D.C., asking them 
expend every effort procure fav- 
orable action the bill. 


NOTICE 


THE STAR’s Tenth Anniversary 
dition (Sept. 1951) left the Carville 
postoffice Sept. 27. 
scribers their copies Oct. 
marked postoffice “damaged fire 
and water.” They report the papers 
were water marked and pages stuck to- 
gether. Evidently the bundle was 
wreck somewhere between here and Mis- 
souri. this happened your copy 
will send you another one request. 


REPORT 


One year and fifteen days have 
elapsed since last drew report 
Voiture Nationale and THE STAR 
chairman each state the results 
their efforts secure subscriptions 
and assistance our various projects. 
This period longer than usual and 
figures are running higher but aver- 
ages consistent effort are reflected 

Since Voiture Nationale adopted 
THE STAR 1943 national 
project has been our pleasant duty 
draft these reports and the other 
hand has become obligation 
Grand Voitures support our educa- 
tional campaign Hansen’s disease. 
Our adoption this great organization 
has been our life line survival and 
our appreciation each you in- 
dividuals and members Societe 
through personal letters and write-ups 
our pages express our feelings 
you and can only hope have suc- 
ceeded some, extent. 

tallying standings states has 
been interesting note that since our 
last report subscriptions have reached 
from Voyageurs residing our 
states. During the coming year we’d 
like receive some from the remaining 
states plus our U.S. territories. Let 
again emphasize that cannot 
know your Forty and Eight affili- 
ation unless you mark your sub- 
scription blank letter. want 
credit every subscription properly but 
without actually knowing gan only 
wonder you are Voyageur. 

Correspondence with Voyageurs 
this period has been heavy and full 
encouraging comments. However 
seems have had fewer visits from 
you, with the outstanding exception 
Louisiana Forty and Eighters who come 
calling frequently. These visits are 
always enjoyable. 

What you with your issue 
THE STAR when you have finished 
reading it? H.C. Halliburton North 
Little Rock, “You 
would surprised what with 
THE STAR after the family and get 
brakeman running between here and 
Alexandria, La. always hand THE 
STAR one the fellows work 
with passenger.” 

Gordon Mathews Marianna, 
Ark. prepared form letter all Voi- 
tures his state regarding the STAR 
subscription campaign. Each Voyageur 
who sends his subscription renewal 


. 


- 


has gold star placed his record card 
the membership file. Over one hun- 
dred cards must now trimmed with 
gold, according our figures. 

Mack Dodd, Macon, Georgia, 
Grand Director Voiture Activities, 
secured time radio station WMAZ 
plug Carville and THE STAR. 
were furnished copy the script, 
which was very good. Mr. Dodd also 
issued mimeographed bulletins all 
Voitures the state urging them 
send their subscriptions. 

Richard Ferguson, St. Joseph, 
Michigan, has been reappointed STAR 
chairman for the Grand Voiture. 
writes, “This year hope get off 
flying start.” That grand attitude 
and continued throughout the year 
should put Michigan the top the 
list the 1950 report. addition 
subscriptions for members Voitures 
Cadillac, Niles and St. Joseph sent 
cash for subscriptions libraries 
our choosing. 

Larry Chrisco, Webster Groves, and 
Thomas Mahoney, St. Louis, accom- 
plished lot getting individual Voy- 
aguers and Voitures underwrite sub- 
scriptions for libraries and schools 
Missouri. 

New York State almost quadrupled 
its subscription total this year over 
last. Again the Grand 
warded the fines collected its Petite 
Promenade used where most 
needed.” Voiture 803 Nassau County 
our mending project, for handicapped 
women patients. 

Live wire Will Irwin, Cleveland, 
Ohio, certainly advanced his state 
this tally. Not only did the circulation 
jump leaps and bounds but many 
the letters sending subscriptions 
for doctors and libraries was sentence 
which pleased lot. read, “When 
time renew the above please notify 
the Voiture.” more than happy 
bill them. Will Irvin sent the pro- 
gram the 3lst Grand Promenande 
Ohio carrying his splendid report 
Carville Chairman. Last December 
Clark Wells, Toledo, sent check 
help with our 1950 Christmas party. 

North Carolina had spirited race 
among its Voitures for first place 
total subscriptions. aren’t sure 
which Voiture came out top but no- 
tice where that state stands our tally 
this year. Voiture 1400, Charlotte, also 
assisted with our mending project this 
year. 

North and South Carolina ever 


joined forces the subscription drive 
the Union. But like see the out- 
come real competition between those 
neighboring states. The Grand Voiture 
South Carolina, thru Correspondant 
Tom Williams, Columbia, made 
lasting contribution THE STAR 
offices when they presented with 
large Webster Merriam dictionary 
Christmas gift. Monthly 
“The Voyageur” and note each issue 
tally STAR subscriptions along 
with the membership figures. the 
September issue read with much 
interest that Tom Williams has offered 
trophy the Voiture securing the 
based membership. 

This report covers the subscriptions 
brought back from the September 
1950 Grand Promenade Texas 
which were invited were privi- 
leged attend. From time time 
receive the Voyageur News” and 
the June issue carried plea for sub- 
scriptions. Joe Rowley, San Antonio, 
accordance with his annual custom, 
sent check help with our 
Christmas party last year has 
done for long time. 

was good hear from Wisconsin 
this year frequently did. Pierre 
LeDoux, formerly from Louisiana and 
now living Wood, Wis. did: his share 
sending subscriptions and Grand 
Correspondant Jack Wilson and 
Walter Wottrich, Milwaukee, kept 
the ball rolling. 

this copy being prepared 
almost time for the Promenade Nation- 
ale. Some you have written that you 
are coming see route Miami. 
are anticipating these visits and will 
ask you take our expressions grati- 
tude for assistance with our educational 
campaign the assembly Voyageurs. 
You will able give them first 
hand report your visit our com- 
munity and will probably encourage 
others include Carville their re- 
turn journey. 


States* 


Aug. 16, 1950 through Aug. 31, 1951 


THE STAR 
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Connecticut 
Florida 

New Hampshire 

Massachusetts 

Maine 

Kentucky 

Indiana 

Kansas 

Oregon 


Pennsylvania 
lowa 
Minnesota 
Washington 


*States not listed not have subscrip- 
tions from Voyaguers, far know. 


A.P. 


The American Legion Auxiliary 


This hospital happier, better 
place live because the unselfish 
service the women the American 
Legion Auxiliary. Even before had 
local unit the organization was helping 
patients divers ways. Now with wide 
awake unit here the scope American 
Legion Auxiliary activities ever widen- 
ing. 

The many letters have received 
from units purchasing STAR subscrip- 
tions, requesting information inquir- 
ing how locate the hospital 
trip are the source much satisfaction 
us. know that the members are 
spreading educational information 
Hansen’s disease and while doing 
are becoming more interested Car- 
ville themselves. 


Mrs. Myrtle Watson, Department Re- 
habilation Chairman, Bison, South 
Dakota wrote, “Kindly in- 
formal salutation, Ann, but after having 
read Miracle Carville feel know 
you and Betty, too. The book has done 
much enlighten people Han- 
sen’s disease. Personally have fear 
it. Rehab. Chairman South 
Dakota have visited the tuberculosis 
wards our V.A. hospitals and 
much more communicable than HD.” 
South Dakota has done outstanding 
job this past year. Besides leading the 
subscription tally many the units 
have purchased, and distributed copies 
Miracle Carville. the last an- 
nual report South Dakota not even 
listed from 103 subscriptions 
year quite forward step. 


California has come from only 
subscriptions last year second place 
with this time. From that state, too, 
had many fine, encouraging let- 
ters. Now the national convention 
about open been alerted 
expect visitors from the West Coast 
route the East Coast. 


For time looked like North and 
South Dakota were running race 
the subscription campaign. When read- 
ing the mail each day mentally 
note the postmarks from both states. 
North Dakota finished the year 
third place also having had 
scriptions listed the year before. 


The Department Panama played 
Santa Claus last Christmas presenting 
the first television set the veterans for 
the use all the patients. THE STAR 
was happy act liaison and 
handle the purchase the required 
converter for operation the set. 
also want again acknowledge receipt 
checks and express gratitude for 
services rendered Elbert Waid 
Unit Nathaniel Owen Unit 
Panama Canal Unit Chargres River 
Unit and the Department Panama. 
Mrs. Dorothy Corbett, Department Sec- 
retary, has given more encouragement 
than she probably realizes with her 
splendid letters. 


Louisiana, always, has remained 
high the subscription tally while also 
assisting other ways. The Department 
sent nice check for our educational 
fund. This money help for extra 
typing required get educational 


material into the mail The Wiley Pevy 
Unit 74, Minden, has adequately pro- 
vided the means for reader for our 
handicapped men patients. The Houma 
Unit also helped with that project 
the past year. The mending project for 
our handicapped women patients fell 
behind, being contributed only 
the Crowley Unit and had call 
other sources keep active. The 
Lake Providence Unit contributed 
check toward the expense the Com- 
munity Christmas party. 

encouraging note that have 
Auxiliary subscriptions from our 
states, the District Columbia, Alaska 
and the Canal Zone. With very little 
added effort the coming year every 
state could represented our next 
report. Just sure affix your unit 
number your subscription blank 
check can credit your state. 

Now for the summary STAR sub- 
scription from August 16, 1950 through 
August 31, 1951: 

South Dakota 103; California 79; 
North Dakota 70; Louisiana 54; Ohio 
38; Montana 30; Alaska 27; Colorado 
22; Missouri 19; Alabama 16; Indiana 
15; Kansas 15; Michigan 15; Illinois 
12; Texas 10; Oregon New Mexico 
Georgia Connecticut Washing- 
ton, D.C. New York Nevada 
Nebraska Arizona Arkansas 
Kentucky Maine Massachusetts 
Mississippi New Jersey Rhode Is- 
land and one each from Canal Zone, 
Florida, Iowa, Maryland, Minnesota, 
Oklahoma, Pennsylvania and Wiscon- 
sin. A.P. 


Highlight the seventh annual 
convention held Boston was 
the presentation the “Harold Russell 
Plaque” for humanitarian services 
the Louisiana department and immedi- 
ate past department commander Frank 
Kent Foss Landry Post, Baton Rouge, 
for laying the groundwork for edu- 
cational film this hospital. The 
plaque the highest award given 
any AmVet group and was 
deserved for the work that they have 


The Louisiana AmVets secured $3,000 


1951 


from their national service foundation 
finance the educational 
Mr. Kent visited Washington May. 
Much the preliminary exploration for 
the movie has already been made, but 
being temporarily held for want 
script writer. 

Three members the Louisiana de- 
partment were elected national of- 
fices. They are Guy Deano, Jr., Sam- 
uel Zemurray Post and Miss Josephine 
McGee, Foss Landry Post, Baton Rouge, 
both elected national vice-commanders; 
and Mrs. Carolyn Slaughter, Carrollton 


Post auxiliary, New Orleans, elected 
national sergeant-at-arms. Miss Slaugh- 
ter presented resolution the con- 
vention that the auxiliaries subscribe 
THE STAR and make copies available 
for public reading. 

Louisiana’s state department com- 
mander this year Rufus Fontenot, 
whose experience with dates back 
1914, when was clerk the form- 
U.S. Senator Joseph Ransdell 
Louisiana, who introduced the bill into 
the Senate which established this Han- 
sen’s disease hospital. 


PRESS PRAISES STAR 


THE STAR staff feels pretty cocky 
over the reviews their ten years 
publishing the paper, which appeared 
great variety magazines and news- 
papers last month, and should like 
share parts some them with 
For nationwide circulation, 
none the write-ups drew much at- 
tention the article Time (Sept. 24, 
said part: “Last week 
STAR went out subscribers forty- 
eight states and thirty foreign countries. 
THE single-minded editorial 
tions about Hansen’s disease....” 

Within the State, editorial tribute was 
given the New Orleans States and the 
Shreveport Journal. The States which 
has contributed public understand- 
ing with previous articles paid 
this generous compliment our paper: 
“On the occasion its tenth anniver- 
sary, THE STAR Carville merits 
salute for the signal work has done 
eliminate the unjustified prejudice 
that has prevailed the public mind 
for centuries against persons afflicted 
with Hansen’s disease.” 

The Journal editorialized with: 
publications deserve congratulations 
when they reach new milestone along 
their path service, but none can lay 
claim more salute because 
job well done under limitations than 
THE STAR Journal 
notes with sincere interest the strides 
realized Carville with THE STAR 
helpful this advancement radiating 
truth and stimulating interest.” Then 
the Journal did tandem act blowing 
our horn publishing feature article 
Mom Miller. 

The Associated Press issued release 
which was picked many other pa- 
STAR, published patients Na- 
tional Hansenarium, received the con- 
gratulations President Truman its 
tenth birthday, was disclosed today. 
Begun mimeographed sheet, THE 
STAR has grown 
looking magazine with modern plant 
operated entirely patients.” 

many the other articles, 
Orene Muse, writing her magazine 
for Baton Rouge Society, The Register, 
centered the accolades around THE 
STAR’s editor. The popular radio col- 
umnist and editor also devoted large 

art one her daily broadcasts 
(WJBO) THE anniversary. 


pitalized Carville, had the opportu- 
nity discussing their problems with 
Mr. Cecil Munson, Indianapolis, 
National Director Field Service, The 
American Legion. Accompaning Mr. 
Munson was Mr. Wilson Herbert New 
Oorleans,National Field Representative. 


Message Friendship 


Mom Miller 


Characteristically calling herself 
messenger,” Mrs. Miller, known 
her friends and they are Le- 
gion well legion, drove over from 
Shreveport for THE STAR’s tenth 
anniversary party. Her car was full 
packages. Mom herself was full joie 
vivre accented for this particular 
occasion because she was one 
her old tricks the trick bringing 
happiness others. 


“Let them eat birthday Mom 
said. lovely and luscious” and 
was, every crumb it.The frosted white 
mountain confection was the gift 
Aaron Selber and Voiture 137, Forty and 
Eight. The dozens and dozens indi- 
vidual cakes with THE STAR insignia, 
came from Commander Ras- 
berry and Lowe-McFarlane Post 14, the 
American Legion. And smilled Mom, 
“Legionaire and Auxiliare Claude and 
Maude Dance were pleased punch 
send posies for the doubt 
about it,Mom was mes- 
senger bearing gifts, but, unlike the 


boys, not one be-ware of, 


but one a-ware for Mom’s 
personality rates top billing 
mental file “most unforgettable 

Mom Miller has been very active 
public spirited woman Shreveport 
half century where, says 
Frantz, editor the Shreveport 
“She has always unselfishly and 
enthusiastically worked for its upbuild- 
ing. movements for the good 
the public, especally for those dis- 
tress, have had her unstinted participat- 
ion. Among her outstanding accomplish- 
ments were those during World War 11, 
perticularly behalf war bond sell- 
campaign, for which she received 
medals and citations from 
the Treasury Department. 
praise Mom Miller’s civic-minded- 
ness and humanitarianism could ex- 

The one wage earning job, and the 
only one her career, which Mom did 
for industrial outfit was during the 
last seven months loved 
every minute it,” she reflects. “Much 
amazement the job loved for 
still kept busy until day. 
During that delightful experience 
wrote article titled 
No! They are 

Mom Miller has searved publicity 
chairman the Department Louis- 
iana, The American Legion Auxiliary. 
She currently does column “Mom- 
for the monthly Shreveport 
Legionnaire and writes occasional 
feature for the Shreveport Journal. 

this issue Mom’s byline adds its 
lustre, for the first time, our pages. 
Lucky STAR. 


LIONS’ CAMPAIGN BOOSTS 
PATIENTS REGISTRANT TOTAL 


Almost double the number voters 
have registered this hospital largely 
due the efforts the local Point Clair 
Lions Club. The additional registra- 
tions are result intensive cam- 
paign launched the Lions club 
register every patient eligible vote. 
date 131 have registered. 

The Lions are striving secure the 
registration 100 per cent the pa- 
tients who are eligible for this privilege. 
Out the 420 patients the hospital, 
many are ineligible because they are 
not citizens the United States be- 


cause they have not yet fulfilled the 
residence requirements state 
ish. 

1946, act the Louisiana Leg- 
islature gave the right sufferage for 
the first time Carville patients but, 
until the campaign sponsored the 
Point Clair Lions Club, only sixty-eight 
patients were registered. 

Day the club sponsored ad- 
dress Bobby Dugas, state registrar 
voters, editor the Donaldsonville 
Chief and member the Louisiana 
State University board supervisors. 
The address was part Day pro- 
gram staged here the local American 
Legion Auxiliary Unit 188. 


The 7th District Department Lou- 
isiana, American Legion Auxiliary, 
headed Mrs. Mary Lou Knight, 
Crowley, their recent conference 
voted “promote subscriptions THE 
STAR one their year’s major proj- 
ects.” THE STAR project under the 


chairmanship Miss Bertha DeJean, 
Opelousas. 

Mrs. Ethel Primrose, Lake Charles, 
past Department President, and other 
friends Carville planned lend 
active support the campaign. 


THE STAR 
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Starlight, Starbright 


Mom Miller 


Long ago and far away, Star the 
East that was light and bright and twin- 
kly, led wise men new truths. Today 
STAR Louisiana leads mankind 
new truths about old and terribly 
misunderstood ailment. That STAR 
the South monthly publication put 
out patients the U.S. Public Health 
Service Hospital Carville, twenty- 
three miles down the Mississippi river 
from the Louisiana State University, 
where this young and radiant STAR 
celebrated its tenth birthday Sunday, 
September 30. 

Honoring the originator THE 
STAR, Stanley Stein, editor chief 
(and the beginning, general flunky) 
friends and wellwishers far and near 
sent greetings cheer, expressions 
appreciation for job well done, gifts 
and other reminders exceptional in- 
terest. dropped for glad hand- 
clasp and thumping backpat open 
house was observed from P.M. until 
the guests who came see had done 
so. There were flowers and cakes and 
candy and many types eatables, drink- 
ables and thinkables. was splendid 
demonstration man’s interest hu- 
manity and all its byproducts. 


GREETERS 


For the hospital personnel, visitors 
were greeted Dr. F.A. Johansen, 
M.O.C., and Mrs. Johansen, Chaplains 
Father Edward Boudreaux and Rev. 
Clifton Rash, and Sister Hilary Ross, 
and welcomed THE STAR staff. 

Visitors from New Orleans included 
Father Edward Murphy, author The 
Scarlet Lily and other books; Tess and 


October 1951 


Guests gather round the festive board set 


THE STAR’s press room. 


Bob Crager (Tess the author’s agent 
who handled Miracle Carville) Mrs. 
John Tims, Jr., (Carville Club 
Lounge Coordinator) Bill Pierce, Eng- 
lish Professor; and Rose Mooney, Phy- 
sicist, Tulane; and Kelly Rand the 
Greenwold School Music, 
attractive wife Eleanora. Kelly, one 
Carville’s favorite entertainers, provided 
light and gay ballads the Club 
Lounge. 

Arriving with Mr. and Mrs L.L. Mc- 
Cormick from Destrehan were Mr. and 
Mrs. A.L. Miller; three generations 
Mowens: Mrs. Charles Mowen, 
Mowen, the Mrs. Mr. and Mrs. John 
McCormick. 


IMPRESSIONS 


Just thoughts Sister Catherine 
Sullivan, who does much for many, 
were deep the hearts many who 
attended THE STAR’s tenth birthday 
party, might voice from the past 
heard murmuring, “No loaves, fishes, 
just very best wishes for THE STAR’s 
continued radiation new truth 
found, about old malady’s maladroit- 
ness. 


Just “there’s business like show 
there’s health business like 
recovery business. Strange may 


“seem, there’s little variation the num- 


ber patients Carville. The count 
remains around “the four hundred” 
some are discharged and some are ad- 
mitted. 


Outstanding progress has been made 
recent years science coupled with 
perseverance plugged away day and 
day out, seeking proof more magic 


medication. New treatment kindled new 
enthusiam, more negatives and more 
discharges. 

there are who never heard 
Carville until Betty Martin, 
Staffer, wrote Miracle Carville. Betty 
and Harry, who met the hospital, are 
well and happy today they carve 
new career new home the West. 

Carville now has about thousand 
visitors each month the year. has 
Sisters who have been the 
iob for many years. has American 
Legion Post Unit: has Voiture 
miracle men and women who are 
phrased colloquially knowledgeable. 

The men and women patients the 
hospital, through teamwork, friendship, 
inexhaustable patience, have dedicated 
their minds means removing cob- 
mind mankind. They are the miracles 
Carville. They will save the day for 
other generations. 


* * * 


MOMORIES 


Just case anyone interested, 
first trip Carville was 
Steve McCormick. Steve’s first official 
act after being sworn Department 
President the American Legion Aux- 
iliary was visit Carville. took ten 
years turbulent times for re- 
turn and now may hard keep 
away. Steve now sworn by. 

Love the house that Hank built! 
has everything including comfort, con- 
venience, coziness. It’s roomy, restful 
and relaxing. It’s filled with understand- 
ing, unselfishness and untangled living. 
It’s happiness home that becomes the 
owners, Hank and J.P. Harris, 
that hotcha photographer, lets grass 
grow under his feet. He’s here, there 
and everywhere. With Louise Ann he’s 
one the good neighbors Cottage 
Benny Vinci poised and 
polite. wonderful tour guide. 
Have you ever heard book talking? 
Well, Benny can tell you all about them. 
Where made and whom, where pro- 
curable and whom. has cata- 
logued more than five hundred books 
that talk refined rugged tones 
the reading T.H. Richards 
ture “Our Town” the anniversary 
edition. Anyone who can read 
stop until both pages had been carefully 
scanned. It’s really bigtown, uptown 
Roland Roberts linotype 
operator sans formal training which 
handicap him. cut the 
formality and waded in. Now 
strictly the swim. There need 
doubt the mind any subscriber 
about getting THE STAR time. Tex 
Tyler circulation manager and that 


(Continued page 12) 
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POLL SHOWS PROGRESS 
(Continued from page 


informed opinion HD. 


Skipping some the 
downs statistics which may 
limited interest our readers, should 
like bring out one interesting phase 
the report made our interviewers. 
Everywhere they went they met with 
difficulty, not because the reasons 
you might expect but because everyone 
wanted talk about HD. They each 
had their own little story their own 
questions. One woman “knew” 
priest stationed Carville who had 
caught through playing cards with 
patients. This story, though completely 
false, was typical many far-fetched 
tales which still persist spite all 
efforts far expended. Another told 
the story the woman who had lived 
next door them and had suddenly 
disappeared from home. “knew” that 
she had and must Carville. 
But whole the attitude the 
people polled can best expressed 
the word “interest.” They were only 
awaiting chance discuss and 
ask questions someone who might 
have factual knowledge. 


This the growing reaction which 
has been reported ex-patients 
who have had the opportunity meet 
with Baton citizens, and people 
from other parts the country; and 
also the report have received from 
friends who have talked about be- 
fore civic, social, and religious groups. 
the patient this turn 
opinion encouraging and THE 
STAR staff rewarding for the part 
may have had helping educate 
public opinion. Still, us, the 
important result the poll the chal- 
lenge what could accomplished 
expanded and more concentrated 
effort. 


BATON ROUGE 
Shop 


DALTON’S 


Phone 2-4421 


LOUIS CARVILLE, INC. 


General Merchants 
Fancy Groceries, Dry Goods, Hardware 


Convenient Courteous Service 


Carville, Louisiana 


Author “Who Walk Alone” 
Tells Why Wrote Autobiography 


Stanley has asked tell, briefly, 
why wrote Born Those Years. 

Some time ago publisher, Henry 
Holt and Company, asked write 
autobiography. kept putting them 
off because while one actively engaged 
his chosen work rather difficult 
objective about it, and had 
intention going into retirement 
the near future. Also, the mere sugges- 
tion was depressing; for who likes 
admit that the age life has been 
reached when such undertakings are 
seriously contemplated. 

You, friends Carville, know 
wife; she little but mighty. And she 
had made her mind that was 
going write that book. All kinds 
arguments were used, but avail, 
until one day she said: 

“Dear, don’t you realize that 
your responsibility write the story 
your life because you must 
tell the history the Leonard Wood 
Memorial and you are the only one 
who knows all the details.” 

Well, that got interest, and 
began work outline. Then was 
realized was not story alone— 
friends; the scientists, the workers 
the anti leprosy field, the patients— 
was their story well. last was 
enthusiastic. 

was well into the writing the 
manuscript when hit new low. There 
were several highly controversial points 
which was necessary take 
stand. And, because great respect 
for Stanley and all had fought for 
over period years, was not easy 


‘to continue with the job since, few 


instances, ideas had developed along 
lines somewhat contrary those 
advocated THE STAR. matter 
fact, rather than injure the magnif- 
icent work and his associates had 
done, was ready give the whole 
thing up, then and there. 

such times Cora would pull out 
doldrums with encouragement 
and sound advice for she understood 
all the ramifications and knew how 
was striving weigh every issue, 
fair all concerned, and still true 
own beliefs subjects into which 
had put years study. 

was that the work continued 
until length the writing had been 
completed, but still worried. remem- 
bered one stinging phrase Robert 
Browing which Stanley had quoted 
editorial about physician who had 
written best seller: 

“Just for handful silver left us, 
Just for ribbon stick his 
Four chapters particular, including 
one that “odious word” and another 
segregation, were sent Stanley and 


his colleagues for their comments. 
told them that there were any state- 
ments which they had objection 
advise and that would what 
conscience would permit—either take 
their suggested changes, delete those 
passages altogether. When the pages were 
returned without one word criticism 
respect for the fair-mindedness 
Carvillians made sorry that could 
not stand firmly with them all issues, 
although tried make perfectly 
clear that do, far the United 
States concerned. But these people 
had the intelligence realize that was 
writing not from the standpoint local 
conditions, but from the complexities 
the problems they are envisaged 
universal, worldwide basis. That 
friends, (after considering the per- 
spective from which wrote the use 
the term “leprosy” and the subject 
segregation) put their stamp ap- 
proval remarks their entirety 
makes feel humble and grateful, 
for unthinkable that our own per- 
sonal ideas disputatious questions 
will receive the approval all con- 
cerned. 

hope, that through the telling 
small history, newly graduated 
scientists and social workers will en- 
couraged devote their lives 
worthy cause. And further, that pa- 
tients themselves will have better 
lems confronting their fellow man 
areas far removed from thir own locales. 

closing, should like take this 
opportunity its tenth anniversary 
congratulate Mr. Stanley Stein and all 
others who have devoted themselves 
diligently that eminently worth-while 
publication, THE STAR. That they had 
the fortitude, courage, and stamina 
carry on, despite many vicissitudes, 
should lesson all who have 
been more fortunate retaining our 
health. salute them! salute THE 
may its banner wave! 

Perry Burgess, President 
Leonard Wood Memorial 


Born Those Years Perry Burgess 
(Henry Holt Co.) will published 
early December. Mr. Burgess has com- 
pleted twenty-five years service with 
the Leonard Wood Memorial. The Me- 
morial the only American scientific 
research organization devoted exclus- 
ively Hansen’s disease. the United 
States, the Leonard Wood Memorial 
maintains laboratory Harvard Me- 
dical School where exploring means 
cultivating Hansen’s bacillus. 
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CARVILLE BIDS GOOD-BYE 
CHAPLAIN AND MRS. RASH 


is, “God with 
you,” was the earnest prayer patients 
all faiths this hospital parting 
from our friends, Chaplain and Mrs. 
Clifton Rash who left October 
for Des Moines, after ten years 
faithful service our community. Mr. 
Rash has served resident Protestant 
Chaplain and Pastor the Union Pro- 
testant Church here since 1941. has 
been failing health recent years 
and retirement lighter duties were 
“doctor’s orders.” 

their daily round 
Chaplain and Mrs. Rash extended many 
kindnesses apart from ministerial duties. 
They made weekly shopping trips 
Baton Rouge for the patients and this 
courtesy was means limited 
members their congregation but in- 
cluded all who asked. 

Reverend Rash and Father Boudreaux 
shared one office and worked together 
close harmony. The very first going 
away gift the Rashes received came from 
Father Boudreaux and another which 
pleased them equally was album 
pictures Carville from our nursing 
staff, the Sisters Charity. Members 
their congregation and other friends 
the patient body presented them with 
table radio parting gift appre- 
ciation. The Sunday School class, chil- 
dren the hospital personel, that met 
their home gave them sterling silver 
tea bell add their collection 
bells. The staff and hospital personnel 
entertained with party 
their honor. 

The Protestant Chapel here and the 
resident chaplain are provided the 
American Leprosy Missions Inc., New 
York. Reverend Rash will continue his 
affiliation with the American Missions. 
will available general speaker 
and one certain that Carville and 
Hansen’s disease will always topics 
high his agenda for “The reward 
one duty done the power fulfill 
another.” 

The Protestant Chapel being re- 
decorated and the new chaplain, Rev. 
Carl Elder with Mrs. Elder and their 


young son, Wooster, Ohio, are 


arrive here early November. 


Help passing THE STAR 
your friends and neighbors, place 
your local library. 
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NURSE HORSEBACK HEEDS 
CALL INDIA 


From “nursing horseback” the 
mountains Kentucky the care 
patients with India has been the 
diversified experience Miss Elizabeth 
Walton North Dakota since receiving 
her R.N. from Michael Reese Hos- 
pital, Chicago. Miss Walton went out 
India under the auspices Con- 
servative Baptist Foreign Missions. Since 
she has been working Kathara 
Home, Achalpur Ellichpur the Ma- 
dras Presidency. Like many other mis- 
sionary nurses furlough the 
this year, Miss Walton visited Carville 
see for herself what has been accomp- 
lished here with sulfone therapy. 

“There are 300 in-patients and 
some 100 out-patients Kathara, which 
operates under the British Mission, with 
aid from the American Mission and the 
Indian government. Lack funds pre- 
cludes the general use sulfone drugs 
and have resident physician 
supervise the administration the sul- 
fones,” Miss Walton said. 

The Calcutta School Tropical Med- 
icine offers one month’s course, free 
charge any interested doctor 
nurse the diagnosis, treatment and 
laboratory procedures Hansen’s dis- 
ease. Miss Walton took this course and 
said, “It proved invaluable work.” 
(Why not have such course available 
our own 
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ELIZABETH AND THE KING 
SWAZILAND 


isn’t every nurse that has the op- 
portunity taking care king. But 
Miss Elizabeth Cole (above) once had 
King Sabuza II, Swaziland pa- 
tient. King and got along fine,” 
Miss Cole declared. was good pa- 
tient. has 100 wives and 1,000 chil- 
dren and his family seemed quite con- 
cerned about his recovery.” 

Miss Cole’s recent furlough the 
United States included visit Carville 
before she sailed back Africa where 
she has been for the past fourteen years 
missionary nurse. 

Miss Cole said that they still have 
witch doctors Swaziland and the Zulu 
warriors use spears and clubs hunt. 
But the Nbuluzi Hospital, British 
Mission, under the church the Naza- 
rene where she stationed, modern sul- 
fone drugs are given seventy-six Han- 
sen’s disease patients. The soft voiced 
nurse, originally from Montana, spoke 
her patients with the pride and 
tenderness mother. 


* * * 


The new Field Secretary the Amer- 
ican Leprosy Missions, Inc. for the cen- 
tral area with headquarters Chicago, 
Rev. A.H. Wessels and his wife, were 
recent Carville callers. Rev. Wessels, 
formerly minister the Babcock Mem- 
orial Presbyterian Church Baltimore, 
declared that his “first visit Carville 
was most illuminating.” 
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STATION WAGON PRESENTED 
Gift American Legion Auxiliary 


Mrs. Willis Reed Vinita, Okla- 
homa, the immediate past national 
president the American Legion Auxil- 
iary, shown above presenting the keys 
and papers for the new Country Squire 
Ford station Dr. Johan- 
sen, Medical Officer Charge this 
hospital. The station wagon which the 
gift the one million women through- 
out the country who make the Auxil- 
iary membership, was presented the 
government ceremonies front 
the recreation building July 26, 1951. 
This the second wagon presented 
the government the auxiliary since 
1946 and it, like its predecessor, will 
used furnish transportation from 
railway and bus lines and nearby lodging 
houses for friends relatiyes pa- 
tients. Two other station have 
also been given the local 


Legion post during this period the 


and they have been used 
furnish transportation for patients 
going home vacation. 


This was Mrs. Reed’s second visit 
our community, she visited here five 
years ago national vice president 
the American Legion Auxiliary, and 
since that time she has spoken many 
groups about the hospital and has been 
factor our educational program. 
During her visit she renewed her friend- 
ships with the patients who compose 
the local American Legion Auxiliary 
unit. was Mrs. Reed who purchased 
the colors for this unit, and they were 
presented March 1950, Mrs. 


Campbell, the newly na- 


tional president the auxiliary. her 
latest visit Mrs. Reed was accompanied 


her secretary Miss Jeannette Houston, 


Indianapolis. 


MOMORIES 
(Continued from page 


paper will circulate know the 
reason why, and that won’t happen 
Excuse please, someone 
wants subscribe for THE STAR and 
the same token THE STAR wants 
subscribed for. 


HANDICRAFT EXHIBIT CLICKS 


Most the throng, estimated 
80,000, attending the South Louisiana 
Fair held Donaldsonville early 
October saw and marveled display 
Carville patients’ handicraft. was 
magnificient public relations. This was 


the second time patients’ work was 
shown outside the hospital, the first 
such exhibit was presented Sept. 
the Iberville Parish Fair, Plaquemine, 
where created great interest and won 
State Fair Shreveport. The latter in- 
vitation was not accepted for this year’s 
event, much the disappointment 
the patients. 

the Point Clair Lions Club goes 
much the credit for opening another 
door Carville patients. The local 
Lions sponsored the first 
tients’ Arts and Crafts’ show this hos- 
pital last January. 


THE STAR’s telephone number Car- 
ville 1502. 


LOCAL LIONS CELEBRATE 
FIRST ANNIVERSARY 


Hail, hail the Lions are all here—and 
they were from Baton Rouge, Ham- 
mond, Slidell, White Castle, Plaque- 
mine and other points Louisiana sing- 
ing spiritedly proclaim their pres- 
ence the first anniversary party the 
Point Clair Lions Club held 
evening October our spacious 
ballroom decked out for the occasion 
Lions’ colors purple dgold. Many 
local guests, including Dr. Mrs. 
joined the gay gathering 
sing “happy birthday” the Point 
Cleir Club, whose 
prises thirty-two patients, headed Lee 
Bryan, president, eight whom were 
inducted that evening District Gov- 
ernor Robert Lee, Jr., Baton Rouge, 
with impressive ceremonies. 

One the high points the party 
came with the presentation awards 
L.S. “Bugs” Bridges 
Holliday, members the Downtown 
Baton Rouge Lions Club, sponsor 
the local group. These men were pre- 
sented with handsomely engraved 
Lions bronze achievement plaques 
the Point Clair Club for their outstand- 
ing service public education Han- 
sen’s disease. 

Lions achievement gold star was 
given Stanley Stein Distrit 8-N, 
Lions International for his work 
THE STAR. The presentation was 
made District Governor Lee. 

The party accented Lionism action 
with brotherhood and wholesome fel- 
lowship predominating. Father Edward 
Boudreaux, resident chaplain, gave the 
invocation and Rabbi MarvinReznikoff, 
the benediction. Dr. John Melton the 
First Presbyterian Church, Baton Rouge, 
recently returned from abroad made the 
principal address, See it.” 


“Europe See it.” 


Champagne the East Baton 
Rouge Lions Club did sprightly job 
emceeing diversified program. Lion 
Champagne’s inimitable 
almost stole the show. Rounds ap- 
plause greeted other Baton Rouge en- 
tertiners, Pike Burden, Magician; Miss 
Irene Calloway, gifted vocalist, L.S.U. 
School Music; and Hobbs 
lagher the Arthur Murray School 
Dancing. Musical selections string 
ensemble were provided the coopera- 
tion the Baton Rouge Local 538 the 
American Federation Musicians 
through grant from the Music Per- 
formance Trust Fund the Recording 
Industry. The Music Performance Trust 
public service originated Record- 
ing and Transcription Fund the 
American Federation Musicians, 
James Petrillo, president. 
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FURTHER 


Despite the fact that among the many leprosaria scattered 
throughout the world thousands well workers, religious and 
lay have been daily association with the patients, the in- 
cidence infection very small. some these cases reas- 
onable doubt existed whether the individual acquired 
the infection the leprosarium. This especially true when 
the infected person native section the country 
where the disease occurs frequently when the disease 
known have existed the family. During its years 
existence, hundreds persons from neighboring communities 
have been employed the Carville hospital plumbers, 
painters, cafeteria help, clerical workers, laboratory techni- 
cians, etc., with but one possible exception native this 
endemic section) not single member the personnel has 
contracted the disease. This remarkable record, consider- 
ing that this hospital located almost within the heart the 
most endemic section the most endemic state the Union 
and one would expect more cases develop sheer coin- 
cidence. What tuberculosis sanatorium can point such 
record? 


the much publicized case Father Damien his biograph- 
ers assert that. good father never took any precautions 
againts infection but lived continuously under unhygienic 
conditions.” His successor, Brother Joseph Dutton, worked 
daily intimate contact with patients for over years without 
contracting the disease. 

* * * 

1874 Armauer Hansen, Norwegian physician, an- 
nounced his discovery the germ which causes the disease. 
appearance and size closely resembles the germ which 
causes tuberculosis, the tubercle bacillus. single organisms 
impossible for the “Laboratory” distinguish between 
the two germs. 

* * * * 

Hansen’s not included the list reportable diseases 
New York and Vermont and patients those states are 
subject restrictions. Massachusetts Hansen’s re- 
portable but the patient subject “NO RESTRICTIONS.” 


* * * * 
man woman may remain perfect physical health for 
years after contracting Hansen’s disease. Half the patients now 
Carville could sit unnoted any social gathering. 


The condition which should officially known Han- 
sen’s disease some other scientifically accurate and de- 
scriptive name called “leprosy” because erroneous ap- 
plication word which has entirely different meaning 
the Bible. The Greek word “lepra” had been used the 
writings attributed Hipprocrates refer vague group 
scaly conditions the skin regarded having serious 
importance. The translators the Hebrew Testament into 
Alexandrian Greek (the Septuagint) about 100 B.C. used 
the word lepra their effort find Greek equivalent for 
“Zaraath.” The writers the New Testament followed the 
example the Greek Septuagint. The confusion between the 
Biblical and modern use the word “leprosy” cause 
suffering thousands people throughout the world. 


Even superficial reading the thirteenth chapter 
Leviticus sufficient convince any physician that the six 
seven conditions which are defined under the Hebrew word 
had nothing common with what called “lep- 
rosy” today. The repeated expression throughout the Old 
Testament, leprous snow, may applied vitiligo 
psoriasis but could never any acrobatics the imagination 
applied infection with Hansen’s bacillus. 


The most characteristic features infection with Hansen’s 
bacillus (such nerve involvement with loss sensation 
the extremities) are nowhere mentioned. The description 
leprosy garments and leprosy houses should con- 


clusive proof that “Zaraath” not the name disease 
certainly not the disease that call leprosy. 


The clue the significance this condition among the 
ancient Hebrews found the numerous cases 
which leprosy described being affliction which the 
result Divine displeasure (as the case Miriam) 
being sign Divine power (as the case Moses) 
being miraculously cured bathing the Jordan (as the 
case 


The word leprosy quite obviously was applied not dis- 
ease the skin but mark blemish which rendered the 
person ritualistically unclean. 

One important feature leprosy described the New 
Testament confirms the view that was thought essentially 
mark taboo. Other diseases the New Testament are 
described being “healed” “cured.” Leprosy, however, 
described being “cleansed.” 


When this simple, and believe, true explanation Bib- 
lical leprosy understood and accepted, great step will 
taken toward the elimination the irrational leprophobia 
today. 


Dr. Lendrum, Assistant Professor Medicine, Uni- 
versity Illinois, College Medicine, Chicago; Dr. Everest 
McEwen, Rush Medical College, Chicago; The Jewish 
Encyclopedia, Vol. VIII; and other authoritative sources. 
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One night year throughout the land, spooks and 
goblings reign with special kind mischief, but the ghosts 
superstition and ignorance which haunt this disease cast 
their spell day after day and year after year. 

You can dispel them subscribing THE STAR. 


THE PURPOSE THIS PUBLICATION TO: 


educated public opinion Hansen’s disease. 


occupational therapy for interested patients. 


and finance social service for needy patients. 


Carville, 


Published monthly patients the Public Health Service 
Carville, Louisiana 


Please send THE STAR to: 


Name 


Address 


Subscription $1.00 per year stamps please 


Kindly make checks money orders payable THE 
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